Worksheet 1

Introduction to a Shakespearian play.

Answer the following questions. Write the answers in your English book:

1. William Shakespeare was born in _________ and died in __________. 

2. He wrote ______ plays.

3. Name three of William Shakespeare’s plays that he wrote.

4. How old was William Shakespeare when Queen Elizabeth I died?

5. Who, according to the Elizabethan’s, elected the Queen?

6. How did people know which clothes to wear?

7. How did children know how to behave?

8. How old did the average Elizabethan become?

9. How did poor people get relief from diseases?

10. Where did Elizabethans go to have fun?

11. Who had to stand while watching a play?

12. Name one other playwright that lived in Shakespeare’s time.

Introduction to The Merchant of Venice

1. Where is the play set?

2. Which place was imagined by Shakespeare?

3. What is Venice famous for?

4. Who owned Belmont?

5. How did the English feel about Jews?

6. What incident made the English mistrust Jews even more?

7. What is usury?

8. How is usury commonly practised today?

9. When was it unnatural to make money?

10. What kind of friendship was a popular theme for plays?
11. Who played the role of women?

12. How many acts does a Shakespeare play have?

13. What rights did women have?

14. What usually happens in Act 1?

15. What usually happens in Act 2?

16. What usually happens in Act 3?

17. What usually happens in Act 4?

18. What usually happens in Act 5?

19. Name all the themes found in The Merchant of Venice.
20.  What is the meaning of the term: aside?

21. What is the meaning of the term: soliloque?

